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The Strategy and Policy Recommendation for Society Needs 
Matched Higher Education Reform in Korea
 
Tong Park, Euikyoo Lee
This study aims to explore the strategy and policy recommendation for 
society needs matched higher education reform in Korea. Recently Korean 
society faces a lot of social environment changes such as entering a low 
growth era, widening of the income inequality according to the expansion of 
low productivity service industry, school-age population decline due to the 
low birth rate. Accordingly we need to transform the whole education paradigm. 
For this purpose, we analyze the concept of society needs change, status 
and problems of Korean higher education reform, higher education reforms in 
major countries, the current government’s higher education reform. The 
government is pursuing several society needs matched policies. But many 
experts assess that those policies can not reach fundamental paradigm changes.  
 As a result of this, it appears as an urgent task to convert existing system 
into a new system. This study focuses on the policy alternatives to respond 
to this task.   
